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Welcome



Board Rule: 21 NCAC 12B .0301 Course Requirements

Disclaimer:

“THE NORTH CAROLINA LICENSING BOARD FOR 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS HAS APPROVED THIS COURSE 
ONLY AS TO ITS RELEVANCE TO THE PRACTICE OF 
GENERAL CONTRACTING IN NORTH CAROLINA. THE 
COURSE PROVIDER AND INSTRUCTOR ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE ACCURACY OF THE CONTENT AND 
COMPLIANCE WITH ALL STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS 
DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURSE”. 



A FEW HOUSE KEEPING RULES

1. Each credit hour consists of 50 minutes instruction and 10-minute break
2. Class will consist of 6 hours of elective CE and 2 hours of board mandatory CE training
3. Each credit hour consists of 50 minutes instruction and 10-minute break
4. Open discussion knowledge review at the end of each section 
5. Certificate of completion emailed after class along with a feedback survey

•  



A FEW HOUSE KEEPING RULES

Site Safety and Amenities



Construction 
Regulation in 

NC 
Course objectives

1. Identify key challenges to the construction 
industry and future implications

2. Review current legislative action impacting 
NC 

3. Review current permit requirements 
4. Review amendments to the current 2018 NC 

Building and Residential Codes 



History Perspective
Industry Challenges

Recent Industry 
Challenges

Impact of skilled labor 
shortage on Construction

Let’s start with a little background check



Industry Challenges
Loss of skilled labor & historical knowledge

Accelerated loss 2008-2009



Industry Challenges
Loss of skilled labor & historical knowledge



National survey by AGC
Most construction 

companies continue to 
add jobs but #1 concern 

is Worker Quality

Industry Challenges
Loss of skilled labor & historical knowledge



Industry Challenges
Loss of skilled labor & historical knowledge



Let’s look at Code 
Enforcement Officials

The 55-64 group also had 
the longest service time as 
a CEO-historic knowledge

Industry Challenges
Loss of skilled labor & historical knowledge

2014 study



At the time of release of the NIBS Study in 2014 they projected a 
loss of 82% of certified Code Officials over the next 15years. 
The national population 41,000 code professionals with ICC 
certifications would have a loss of 33,000 certified professionals 
and most of that loss would occur in the first 5-7 years from 
release of the study . These figures outline the magnitude and 
urgency associated with code professionals leaving the industry

Code 
Enforcement 
Officials
Similar concerns 
with skilled labor

Industry Challenges
Loss of skilled labor & historical knowledge





Current challenges
• Material shortages along with labor issues
• Inflation
• Interest rate hikes projected in 2022
• An aging construction workforce — the average age is 43 
• In the last decade, the average monthly turnover rate in construction has been 

5.2%, compared to 3.6% for all industries, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. And until workforce numbers meet demand companies will 
increasingly look to technology to replace some open positions.

It’s Clear more is needed such as:
• Shop classes
• Mentoring Programs
• Apprenticeship programs
• Incentive programs to retain and advance 

employee skill sets
• What else can be done???

Industry Challenges
Loss of skilled labor & historical knowledge



Industry Challenges

Technology and Innovation helps stay up with demands
• Prefabricated products/automation
• Product innovation like 3D printing and others designed to expedite the construction 

process & help fill the experience gap

One of the fastest 
construction builds was 
just complete in 2021 in 
China named the Living 
Building is a 10-story 
apartment building 
constructed on site in 28 
hours and 45 minutes and 
can be just as easily 
moved to another location 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=you-BV35B9Y&t=131s


Industry Challenges

Technology and Innovation helps stay up with demands

However, this still takes time to train on the changes needed to implement new 
technology and new product installation correctly which is a significant challenge when 
market production demands remain strong. 



Industry Challenges

Technology and Innovation helps stay up with demands

However, this still takes time to train on the changes needed to implement new 
technology and new product installation correctly which is a significant challenge when 
market production demands remain strong. 

In summary over the last decade what we have lost is a tremendous 
historical knowledge & skill in our construction workforce due to:
• 2009 layoffs that did not return 
• Aging/retiring workforce of skilled labor
• Lack of apprenticeship or training programs to continue to pass this 

knowledge along to the next generation.  

Let’s start with at a quick look back on the 
history of construction regulations



Why Look at the Past?

Winston Churchill wrote, “Those that fail to 
learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”

Lessons from the past may not always 
ward off doom, but they can provide 

insights into the present and even the 
future.

History
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The Law Code of 
Hammurabi’s 1792-1750 BC

It can be traced through recorded 
history for over 4000 years. The 
great Babylonian King Hammurabi, 
in 2000 BC instituted a 
performance-type code which was 
based on the simple principle of 
"an eye for an eye", where the 
Builder was responsible "in kind" 
for any damages that occurred due 
to the failure of the structure. If the 
Building owner died as a result of a 
collapse, then the Builder would be 
killed as restitution. If the Building 
owner lost an arm as a result of 
collapse, then the Builder would 
sacrifice his arm.

• In the National 
Museum in Iran

• Stands about 7’ tall
• Has 49 columns 

listing 282 codes or 
laws

• Land and houses 
can be found in 
codes 26-65

Source: Wikipedia (The Free Encyclopedia)



Old Salem, NC

1788 first formal 
building code written 
in the US (in German)

Source: Published online guidelines by the 
City-County Planning Department of 
Winston-Salem and Forsyth County, North 
Carolina, 2012 



Timeline Quick Review
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What caused the 
increased focus on 
codes over the last 

100+ years?

National Level



Modern Code Era
Considered to Start with 

the National Codes
• In 1897, The first national electrical code was published. 

• In 1905, a U.S. insurance group, the National Board of Fire Underwriters, created the 
National Building Code to minimize risks to property and building occupants. The 
existence of this code led to the formation of organizations of building officials. By 1940, 
the United States had three regional code organizations, each with its own code. 

     ICBO BOCA SBCCI
International Conference of Building Officials Building Officials  & Code Administrators International Southern Building Code Congress International



Modern Code Era
Considered to Start with 

the National Codes

BOCA
Building Officials Council of America



NC Timeline
 Statewide Construction Standards
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North Carolina 
Modern Code Era

• November 28, 1931, a meeting was held at North Carolina State College at the 
instigation of W. G. Geile, Chairman of the Building Code Committee of the North 
Carolina Society of Engineers.

• 1931-1933. A number of meetings were held in the next two years, during which time 
a proposed Code for North Carolina was adopted. The total membership of the Council 
reached one hundred and twenty-four, and the proposed Code was endorsed by the 
following organizations: North Carolina Society of Engineers; North Carolina Chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects; North Carolina Branch of the American General 
Contractors of America; State Board of Health; North Carolina Chapter of the Society of 
Civil Engineers; and the North Carolina Association of Plumbing and Heating 
Contractors.

• 1933. Before the General Assembly of 1933 a bill was introduced entitled: "An Act to 
Create a Building Code Council for North Carolina." This bill was passed without any 
opposition. 



• 1934. The appointment by the Governor of the official Building Code Council provided 
for by the bill introduced by Senator Griffin did not take place until July 24, 1934. The 
appointed members were as follows: George W. Kane, Durham; W. W. Hook, Charlotte; 
W. R. Dosher, Wilmington; R. R. Lawrence, Winston Salem; Harry Tucker, Raleigh. 

• 1935. The Building Code Council, as soon as it had been officially appointed, 
proceeded to a thorough study of the Building Code as adopted by the unofficial 
Building Code Council of North Carolina. The Code was finally assembled in a 
satisfactory shape during the early part of 1935 and received the full approval of the 
Building Code Council.

North Carolina 
Modern Code Era



• 1935 continued. There remained the task of having the Code printed and distributed 
to those individuals, companies, and public officials who were interested in seeing its 
provisions put into effect. The printing of the code has been a real task. The Legislature 
in 1933 made no appropriation for financing the expenses of the Building Code 
Council, nor did it provide funds for printing the code. It was hoped that the 
Legislature of 1935 would not only provide a sufficient sum for printing and 
distributing the code, but would likewise make an appropriation to the Insurance 
Department for thorough enforcement of the provisions of the code. Neither was 
done. The publication of the code has, therefore, been delayed for over a year due to 
lack of the necessary funds.

• The printing has finally been made possible by securing a limited number of 
advertisers.

North Carolina 
Modern Code Era



1st Statewide 
Code 

August of 
1936

Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



1st Statewide 
Code 

August of 
1936

Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



1st Statewide 
Code 

August of 
1936

Book was 144 
pages before 

advertisements

Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



1st Statewide 
Code 

August of 
1936

Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



177 pages total 
with introduction 
and 19 total 
advertisements 

Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



https://www.ncosfm.gov/co
des/codes-current-and-past

Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



Knowledge Check

• What year was the first Statewide 
building code in NC?

• What year was the first NC Residential 
Building Code?

• According to the National survey by the 
AGC what is the #1 industry concern?



2021 Legislative Updates



NCDOI 
publication-supports 

items found in chapter 3 
of the NC 

Administrative Code & 
Policies

Source: Free online version posted at he 
NCDOI.gov



2021 Legislative Updates
More than 30 Bills and a complete update to the development regulation statutes 
with combining and changing some language found in 153A & 160A into 160D. 





Recent bills approved and signed into Law

• S329/H110
• S372
• S308
• H366
• H489
• S188



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA SESSION 2021 
SESSION LAW 2021-192

SENATE BILL 329

 *S329-v-6* AN ACT TO MODIFY ARCHITECT LICENSURE AND 
SEAL, ENGINEER SEAL, AND BUILDING PERMIT EXEMPTION 
CRITERIA FOR CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS AND TO 

DELAY THE APPLICABILITY OF REVISIONS TO THE NORTH 
CAROLINA TIMESHARE ACT TO TIMESHARE TRANSFER 

SERVICES AND TRANSFER SERVICE PROVIDERS.

Source:
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/Senate/PDF/S329v6.pdf

Signed by Governor 
December 9th, 2021



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA SESSION 2021
SESSION LAW 2022-11

SENATE BILL 372 

*S372-v-6* AN ACT TO MAKE VARIOUS CHANGES TO 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING LICENSES, WASTEWATER, 

SEDIMENTATION, AND BUILDING CODE LAWS.

Source:  
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/Senate/PDF/S372v6.pdf

Signed by Governor 
June 29th, 2022 



SB372– An Act To Modify The Classification 
Of Electrical Contracting Licenses. 
Senator McInnis, Jarvis & Galey

Senate Bill 372 would change and codify the experience requirements 
for the three classifications of electrical contractor licenses. 

OVERVIEW: Senate Bill 372 would codify a reduction of the hours of 
experience required for limited, intermediate, and unlimited electrical 
contractor licenses. Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA SESSION 2021 
SESSION LAW 2021-183

SENATE BILL 308

*S308-v-6* AN ACT TO PREVENT DELAY IN THE ISSUANCE OF 
TEMPORARY CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY, TO CLARIFY 

ELECTRIC WIRING REQUIREMENT REFERENCES, AND TO MODIFY 
ONE- OR TWO-FAMILY DWELLING RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROAD REQUIREMENTS.

Signed by Governor 
November 23rd, 20221

Source:
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/Senate/PDF/S308v6.pdf



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
SESSION 2021

SESSION LAW 2021-117 
HOUSE BILL 366

*H366-v-7* AN ACT TO PROVIDE FURTHER 
REGULATORY RELIEF TO THE CITIZENS OF 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Source:
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/House/PDF/H366v7.pdf

Signed by Governor 
August 21st, 2021



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
SESSION 2021 

SESSION LAW 2021-121 
HOUSE BILL 489

*H489-v-7* AN ACT TO PROVIDE VARIOUS BUILDING 
CODE AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATORY REFORMS.

Source:
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/House/PDF/H489v7.pdf

Signed by Governor 
August 21st, 2021



Portion of code change proposal 
form that asks for cost impacts

Continued

Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



H 489 – Regulatory Reform
Representative Brody

SECTION 7.(c) Implementation. – Notwithstanding any provision of the 
Code or law to the contrary, for the purposes of the water service pipe 
material and standard conformance requirements under Section P2906.4 and 
Table P2906.4 of the 2018 North Carolina Residential Code, and Section 
605.3 and Table 605.3 of the 2018 North Carolina Plumbing Code, the 
American Water Works Association (AWWA) C900 standard is an acceptable 
standard for polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic pipe.

Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



H 489 – Regulatory Reform
Representative Brody

SECTION 7.(c) Implementation.
• DOI issued a formal interpretation to allow the use of such pipe.
• Requires it to be tested by a third-party inspector.

Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
SESSION 2021

SESSION LAW 2021-81 
SENATE BILL 188

*S188-v-4* AN ACT TO ALLOW FOR REGISTRATION 
OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS AND TO MODIFY THE 
NORTH CAROLINA BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE.

Source: 
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/Senate/PDF/S188v4.pdf

Signed by Governor 
July 8th, 2021



S 188/H 223 – Interior Designers

Chapter 83A. "Architects and Registered Interior Designers. § 83A-1. Definitions. When used in this Chapter, 
unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) "Architect" means a Architect. – A person who is duly licensed to practice architecture. 
(1a) Architect Emeritus. – A person who has been duly licensed as an architect by the Board and who 

chooses to relinquish or not to renew a license to practice architecture and who applies to and is approved by the 
Board after review of record, including any disciplinary action, to be granted the use of the honorific title "Architect 
Emeritus." 

(1) "Board" means the Board. – The North Carolina Board of Architecture and Registered Interior Designers.
(2a) CIDQ. – The Council for Interior Design Qualification. 

(1) "Corporate certificate" means a Firm certificate. – A certificate of corporate firm registration issued by the Board 
recognizing the corporation firm named in the certificate as meeting the requirements for the corporate firm 
practice of architecture or interior design. 

(2) "Corporate Firm practice of architecture" means "practice" architecture. – "Practice of architecture," as defined 
in G.S. 83A-1(7) by a corporation firm which is organized or domesticated in this State, and which holds a current 
"corporate "firm certificate" from this Board. 

(3) "Good moral character" means such character – Character as tends to assure the faithful discharge of the 
fiduciary duties of an architect or registered interior designer to his or her client. Evidence of lack of such character 
shall include the willful commission of an offense justifying discipline under this Chapter, the practice of architecture 
in violation of this Chapter, the practice of interior design in violation of this Chapter, or of the laws of another 
jurisdiction, or the conviction of a felony.

Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



S 188 – Interior Designers

• Regulated by the NC Board of Architecture.
• Cannot affect loadbearing structure or 

exits/egress.

Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



Seal options-Different layout

Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



Board now has on 
their main page that 
registration is now 
open

Source: www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/



3-page 
application

More to 
come as 
new rules 
are 
developed

Source: 
www.ncleg.gov/Bill
Lookup/



Knowledge Check
(use the chat room to respond to the following)

• Interior designers are regulated by what board 
in NC?

• If you are using ungraded lumber from a 
sawmill how many conditions must be met?

• What is the threshold for when an architect is 
needed on a commercial project (cost and 
square footage)?



North Carolina Building 
Permits



NC General Statute160D-1110 
Building Permits (New location) 

 160D-1110.  Building permits.
(a)        Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, no person shall commence or proceed with any of the following without first securing 

all permits required by the State Building Code and any other State or local laws applicable to any of the following activities:
(1)       The construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, movement to another site, removal, or demolition of any building or 

structure.
(2)        The installation, extension, or general repair of any plumbing system except that in any one- or two-family dwelling unit a permit 

is not required for the connection of a water heater that is being replaced if (i) the work is performed by a person licensed under 
G.S. 87-21 who personally examines the work at completion and ensures that a leak test has been performed on the gas piping, 
and (ii) the energy use rate or thermal input is not greater than that of the water heater that is being replaced, there is no change 
in fuel, energy source, location, capacity, or routing or sizing of venting and piping, and the replacement is installed in 
accordance with the current edition of the State Building Code.

(3)        The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any heating or cooling equipment system.
(4)      The installation, extension, alteration, or general repair of any electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or equipment, except that in 

any one- or two-family dwelling unit a permit is not required for repair or replacement of electrical lighting fixtures or devices, 
such as receptacles and lighting switches, or for the connection of an existing branch circuit to an electric water heater that is 
being replaced if all of the following requirements are met:
a.         With respect to electric water heaters, the replacement water heater is placed in the same location and is of the same or 

less capacity and electrical rating as the original.
b.         With respect to electrical lighting fixtures and devices, the replacement is with a fixture or device having the same 

voltage and the same or less amperage.
c.         The work is performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-43.
d.         The repair or replacement installation meets the current edition of the State Building Code, including the State Electrical 

Code.

Section (a)

However, a building permit is not required for the installation, maintenance, or replacement of any load control device or equipment by an electric power 
supplier, as defined in G.S. 62-133.8, or an electrical contractor contracted by the electric power supplier, so long as the work is subject to supervision by an 
electrical contractor licensed under Article 4 of Chapter 87 of the General Statutes. The electric power supplier shall provide such installation, maintenance, or 
replacement in accordance with (i) an activity or program ordered, authorized, or approved by the North Carolina Utilities Commission pursuant to 
G.S. 62-133.8 or G.S. 62-133.9 or (ii) a similar program undertaken by a municipal electric service provider, whether the installation, modification, or 
replacement is made before or after the point of delivery of electric service to the customer. The exemption under this subsection applies to all existing 
installations.

Free online source: https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatutes



NC General Statute160D-1110 
Building Permits (New location) 

(b)        A building permit shall be in writing and shall contain a provision that the work done shall comply 
with the North Carolina State Building Code and all other applicable State and local laws. Nothing in this 
section requires a local government to review and approve residential building plans submitted to the local 
government pursuant to the North Carolina Residential Code, provided that the local government may review and 
approve the residential building plans as it deems necessary. If a local government chooses to review residential 
building plans for any structures subject to regulation under the North Carolina Residential Code for One- and 
Two-Family Dwellings, all initial reviews for the building permit must be performed within 15 business days of 
submission of the plans. A local government shall not require residential building plans for one- and two-family 
dwellings to be sealed by a licensed engineer or licensed architect unless required by the North Carolina State 
Building Code. No building permits shall be issued unless the plans and specifications are identified by the name and 
address of the author thereof, and, if the General Statutes of North Carolina require that plans for certain types of 
work be prepared only by a licensed architect or licensed engineer, no building permit shall be issued unless the plans 
and specifications bear the North Carolina seal of a licensed architect or of a licensed engineer. When any provision 
of the General Statutes of North Carolina or of any ordinance or development or zoning regulation requires that work 
be done by a licensed specialty contractor of any kind, no building permit for the work shall be issued unless the work 
is to be performed by such a duly licensed contractor.

Section (b)

Free online source: https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatutes



NC General Statute160D-1110 
Building Permits (New location) 

Section (c)

(c)        No permit issued under Article 9 or 9C of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes is 
required for any construction, installation, repair, replacement, or alteration performed in 
accordance with the current edition of the North Carolina State Building Code costing 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) or less in any single-family residence or farm building 
unless the work involves any of the following:

(1)        The addition, repair, or replacement of load-bearing structures. However, 
no permit is required for replacement of windows, doors, exterior siding, or 
the pickets, railings, stair treads, and decking of porches and exterior decks.

(2)        The addition or change in the design of plumbing. However, no permit is 
required for replacements otherwise meeting the requirements of this 
subsection that do not change size or capacity.

(3)        The addition, replacement, or change in the design of heating, 
air-conditioning, or electrical wiring, devices, appliances, or equipment, 
other than like-kind replacement of electrical devices and lighting fixtures.

(4)        The use of materials not permitted by the North Carolina Residential Code 
for One- and Two-Family Dwellings.

(5)        The addition (excluding replacement) of roofing.

The exclusion 
section Signific

ant 

changes

Free online source: https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatutes



NC General Statute160D-1110(c) 
Building Permits (New location) 

Section (c)
The exclusion 
section add all 
the same 
exclusion from 
residential to 
commercial

New changes effective December 15th, 2021
Free online source: https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatutes
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Section (c)

The exclusion 
section

New changes effective December 15th, 2021Another 
section of 

SB329 Free online source: https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatutes



NC General Statute160D-1110(d) 
Building Permits (New location) 

Section (d-i)
General

(d)       A local government shall not require more than one building permit for the complete installation or replacement 
of any natural gas, propane gas, or electrical appliance on an existing structure when the installation or replacement is 
performed by a person licensed under G.S. 87-21 or G.S. 87-43. The cost of the building permit for such work shall not exceed 
the cost of any one individual trade permit issued by that local government, nor shall the local government increase the costs 
of any fees to offset the loss of revenue caused by this provision.

(e)        No building permit shall be issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section for any land-disturbing activity, as 
defined in G.S. 113A-52(6), or for any activity covered by G.S. 113A-57, unless an erosion and sedimentation control plan for 
the site of the activity or a tract of land including the site of the activity has been approved under the Sedimentation Pollution 
Control Act.

(f)        No building permit shall be issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section for any land-disturbing activity that is 
subject to, but does not comply with, the requirements of G.S. 113A-71.

(g)        No building permit shall be issued pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of this section where the cost of 
the work is thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) or more, other than for improvements to an existing single-family residential 
dwelling unit as defined in G.S. 87-15.5(7) that the owner occupies as a residence, or for the addition of an accessory building 
or accessory structure as defined in the North Carolina Uniform Residential Building Code, the use of which is incidental to 
that residential dwelling unit, unless the name, physical and mailing address, telephone number, facsimile number, and 
electronic mail address of the lien agent designated by the owner pursuant to G.S. 44A-11.1(a) is conspicuously set forth in the 
permit or in an attachment thereto. The building permit may contain the lien agent's electronic mail address. The lien agent 
information for each permit issued pursuant to this subsection shall be maintained by the inspection department in the same 
manner and in the same location in which it maintains its record of building permits issued. Where the improvements to a real 
property leasehold are limited to the purchase, transportation, and setup of a manufactured home, as defined in 
G.S. 143-143.9(6), the purchase price of the manufactured home shall be excluded in determining whether the cost of the work 
is thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) or more.

(h)        No local government may withhold a building permit or certificate of occupancy that otherwise would be eligible 
to be issued under this section to compel, with respect to another property or parcel, completion of work for a separate permit 
or compliance with land-use regulations under this Chapter unless otherwise authorized by law or unless the local government 
reasonably determines the existence of a public safety issue directly related to the issuance of a building permit or certificate 
of occupancy.

(i)         Violation of this section constitutes a Class 1 misdemeanor.  (2019-111, s. 2.4; 2020-3, s. 4.33(a); 2020-25, ss. 
30, 51(a), (b), (d).)

Free online source: https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatutes



Knowledge Check

• Is a permit required for non-structural work on 
a commercial building over $5,000 dollars?

• What condition allows a water heater to be 
replaced without permits?

• Is there a condition where I can replace 
outlets in a home without permits?
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2018 NC Administrative Code 
106.3.1 Information required. A permit application shall be filed with the Inspection Department 
on a form furnished for that purpose. The Inspection Department shall make available a list of 
information that must be submitted with the building permit application, including a complete 
building code summary (see Appendix A of the Administrative Code and Policies). The Inspection 
Department’s building code summary shall be in the exact format as, and contain only the 
information in, Appendix B of the Administrative Code and Policies. The Inspection Department 
shall only modify its building code summary as set forth in section 103.5 Modifications, or as 
necessary to reflect any changes by the Office of State Fire Marshal to Appendix B that have been 
approved by the Building Code Council. 

The delayed effective date of this Rule is January 1, 2019. 
The Statutory authority for Rule-making is G. S. 143-136; 143-138.
 

Free online source to 2018 Code Amendments: https://www.ncosfm.gov/codes/codes-current-and-past

2018 Administrative Code



2018 
Administrative 

Code

Inspection Department disclaimer: 
Upon the receipt of a signed written document as required by G.S. 160D-11-6, Code Enforcement shall be discharged and released from 
any liabilities, duties and responsibilities imposed by this article or in common law from any claim arising out of or attributed to the 
component or element in the construction of the building for which the signed written document was submitted. Be aware that this 
inspection will be noted in all inspection records including the Certificate of Occupancy or Certificate of Compliance. This inspection 
does not address any local ordinances or zoning requirements. 
The delayed effective date of this Rule is January 1, 2021. 
The Statutory authority for Rule-making is G. S. 143-136; 143-138.

Free online source to 2018 Code Amendments: https://www.ncosfm.gov/codes/codes-current-and-past



2018 NC Administrative Code 
106.4 Site address signage. It is the responsibility of the permit applicant or designee 
to post the 911 site address on an active jobsite at the commencement of work 
regulated by the NC Building Codes. The signage shall be temporary or permanent 
per 106.4.1 or 106.4.3. 

106.4.1 Temporary signage. Signage to identify a construction site location can be 
temporary. Acceptable temporary signage may include such items as a permit 
placard, an address written on job box, yard signage or other approved temporary 
method. Temporary street name markers shall be required if permanent street signs 
are not in place for new developments or subdivisions. 

106.4.2 Temporary Signage Location. Address signage shall be placed such that it is 
legible from the street or road that fronts the property at all times during 
construction. 

106.4.3 Permanent signage. Address signage meeting the requirements of the 
International Residential Code Section R319 for One- and Two-family Dwellings, 
International Building Code Section 501.2 or International Fire Code Section 505.1 for 
commercial buildings shall be deemed as meeting the requirements of this section. 

The delayed effective date of this Rule is January 1, 2022. 
The Statutory authority for Rule-making is G. S. 143-136; 143-138. 

2018 
Administrative 

Code

Free online source to 2018 Code Amendments: https://www.ncosfm.gov/codes/codes-current-and-past
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101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the construction, alteration, 
relocation, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, 
location, maintenance, removal and demolition of every building or structure or any 
appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures. 
       Exceptions: If any of the following apply the building or structure is exempt    
       from the provisions of this code: 

2018 NC 
Building 

Code

Free online source to 2018 Code Amendments: https://www.ncosfm.gov/codes/codes-current-and-past



SECTION 202 DEFINITIONS 
FARM BUILDING. Any building not used for sleeping purposes that is not 
accessed by the general public and is used primarily for a farm purpose. Farm 
purposes includes structures or buildings for equipment, storage and processing of 
agricultural products or commodities such as: crops, fruits, vegetables, ornamental 
or flowering plants, dairy, timber, livestock, poultry and all other such forms of 
agricultural products by the specific farm on which the structure or building is 
located. Farm purposes do not include structures or buildings for uses such as 
education facilities, research facilities, or aircraft hangers. 
   
The delayed effective date of this Rule is January 1, 2019. 
The Statutory authority for Rule-making is G. S. 143-136; 143-138. 

2018 NC 
Building 

Code
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Knowledge Check

• What is the maximum height of #57 stone when 
preparing a slab before a soil compaction test is 
needed? 

• A body of water owned entirely by a single property 
owner and on the same land as a single-family dwelling 
is called a ______?

• A ground sign that is higher than ______ feet requires a 
permit?



Questions?

Thank You!


